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EXTEACTS PEOM THE LETTEES OF SAMUEL 
COOPER 

1777-78. 

(CONTRIBUTED BY JOHN W. JORDAN.) 

[The original letters from which the following extracts are taken 
will be found in the "New Jersey MSB., 1664-1853," Library Historical 
Society of Pennsylvania, and were, with one exception, written by Samuel 
Cooper, of Cooper's Point, opposite to Philadelphia, to his friend John 
Litle, of New Mills, now Pemberton, while Philadelphia was occupied 
by the British army. 

William and Mary Cooper, the first of the family of that name to 
settle in West Jersey, came from Hertfordshire, England. They had a 
son, Joseph, born 1666, who, in 1688, married Lydia Eiggs. Joseph and 
Lydia had a son, Benjamin, who married first, Bachel Mickle, and 
second, Elizabeth, widow of Jacob Burcham, and daughter of Samuel 
and Mary Coles. Benjamin and Elizabeth Cooper had a son, Samuel 
(the correspondent of John Litle), born June 25, 1744, who married 
Prudence Brown. Their children were Joseph, who married Susan 
Buckley ; William, who married Bebecca Wills ; Mary Margaret, who 
married Bichard M. Cooper; Sarah, who married Henry Hull; Ben- 
jamin, who married Elizabeth Will. In 1769, Benjamin Cooper con- 
veyed to his son Samuel about thirty-eight acres of land, on a part of 
which, in 1770, he erected the ferry-house (the second one in the history 
of the ferry), which still stands at the northwest corner State and Water 
Streets, Camden, and in the west gable of which may be deciphered 

C 

SP 
1770. 

Samuel Cooper died September 21, 1812. 

John Litle, in addition to being interested in the manufacture of salt 
at Little Egg Harbor with Samuel Cooper, was engaged in making 
camp-kettles, nails, and other iron-work for the Continental army. — 
J. W. J.] 

Esteemed Friend, 

I received your long letter which afforded all the News 
and more too, but in regard to the lies you hinted at, I 
Vol. x.— 3 
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need not Write any for I have sent more in one of these 
papers than you will find true in seven years. . . . Miller 
assures me upon his Honor that last Thursday he and 
James Carson went down to Schuilkil to see the Floating 
batterayes, that one had been launched two days and was 
built in such a hurry or by such bad workmen, that she 
sunk and they left work at the other. 

Your friend 

SAM. COOPER 
October 8, 1777. 

Moors Town, Nov. 18, 1777. 
4 o'clock. 
Sir— 

I take the opportunity by the old Frenchman to ac- 
quaint you that our People this morning Evacuated Fort 
Mercer and are now with the main Body of the Troops at 
Haddonfield. It is said they Intend to make that place 
head Quarters. The Waggons with Sick and Lame have 
been passing through our Little Village all this afternoon. 
Yesterday Morning General Knox, General St. Clair, 
some other Officers & about 20 of the Light Horse, went 
down to the Fort and Returned this morning to General 
Washington's Camp. I have nothing more at present 
worth Communicating to you. The Letter for S. Cooper 
I sent this morning by safe hand. He has mov'd some of 
his Effects and I expect he will move the whole. 

I'm S r yours to Serve 

WJJLL m . COX 
Mr. John Litle. 

William Cooper's near Haddonfield. 
November 28, 1777. 
Esteemed Friend 

When I saw John Wilson this morning I concluded not 
to write to you being in some trouble concerning moving 
which I am not Determined to go or stay. If the hell- 
hounds as they Stile themselves should retreat back to 
Pensylvania I shall move, If they come on I shant have 
time and I must trust my fate. . . . We have had some 
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skirmishing over at Kensington allmost every Day but 
yesterday was the hottest and lasted two Hours and when 
it was over I saw John Dickkeson's 1 fine House on German- 
town rode all in flames with two others just by. Their 
shipping comes up fast. As to news I will refer you to 
the bearer and the paper which "Willson has got. If you 
can get an opportunity to come down I shall be glad to 
see you but Don't run any resk ; but all will be right by 
an by, they never will be suffered to run much furder. 

From 

SAM. COOPER 

Esteemed Friend. 

... I wrote the foregoing last Sunday to send by Mrs. 
Runnels but was disappointed. Nothing new since, but 
Howe at the head of his "Whole Army crossed the Schuilkill 
Monday morning 4 o'clock on another Expedition, 2 but I 
have heard nothing since from town. I am sorry to inform 
you the Friends have been so foolish as to take up the 
remains of Molesworth on Sunday last and buried him in 
Friends burying-ground. 3 I was told by some who saw it 
that they reached three squares in a solid collum. . . . 

December 24, 1777. 

Esteemed Friend. 

I received your short letter and am very sorry that paper 
is so scarce with you that you could not afford me onehalf 
Sheet, but now you have got a Reinforcement of paper I 
expect you will make a little freer with it and give me a 
hint how things go on at Egg Harbor, for you know I 
can't leave Home till the Ice gets in the River and then 
I shant be afraid of our Neighbours coming over. There 
is little Danger at present for their Army is chiefly over 
Schuilkill, but what they are about we cant learn, but there 

1 John Dickinson's Fair Hill mansion. 

* See Diary of Christopher Marshall, p. 149. 

3 James Molesworth was executed as a spy in Philadelphia, March 31, 
1777. See Life of Joseph Eeed, Vol. II. pp. 30-33 ; Prov. Arch., Vol. V. 
pp. 270-282; Col. Eec, Vol. XI. p. 197. 
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is more or less firing every Day. I have several droll jokes 
to tell you about some of our old Acquaintances going out 
a foraging as they call it, but it is wbat an Honest man 
calls PLUNDERING. There is scarce a night but some 
of these gentry is taken and Brought to Haddonsfield. 

John Cunningham that kept the Centre and Capt. Taylor 
that kept the Bull and Dog, is both Prisoners in Haddons- 
field. Bill Austin with 23 others went down to Dutch Creek 
to plunder flour. They went in a schooner they gave £500 
for on purpose for the trade, with a small schooner as a 
tender and 4 Barges. They got 200 barrels of flour on 
board and was going down the Creek, but they were over- 
taken by the Militia, when a smart firing begun and in a 
short time Capt. Austin put to the oposite side of the 
Creek leaving the Schooner and Barges and taking to the 
mud. In this affair every man but himself and three more 
was either killed, wounded or taken Prisoners. Poor en- 
couragement for a young Beginner ! This I had from his 
own mouth, so you may guess where I saw him. I send 
you one lying Paper more. . . . 

December 27, 1777. 

Esteemed friend. 

I received your letters and am glad to hear the works are 
in such forwardness. . . . This day there was a Grand 
Attack made by all the Shipping in the Harbor with 
Cannon and Small arms upon a poor Empty Barrel that 
was floating in the ice which they Imagined to Be some 
kind of Fire Works. 1 But the Barrel came off unhurt. 
The attack began at Warder's Wharf, 2 with the tide at Ebb 
and till the Barrel reached the Old Port, 3 and then the tide 
turned and brought the poor Barrel back through the midst 
of a hot fire, but we have not heard of any lives lost. I 
think we shall have it in the Burlington Gazette. My wife 

1 The " Battle of the Kegs." 2 Eace Street. 

3 The old Navy- Yard below Washington Avenue covered in part the 

site. 
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sends much love to Polly and at same time Please to accept 
of mine. 
January 5, 1778. 

Esteemed Friend. 

I just Received yours and am sorry to hear that you are 
so Poorly. If I had Expected you would not have been able 
to gone Down to the Works; I should have staid longer, 
but Allen said you would be Here in two Days and brought 
News that the English was Crost over to my House, and 
that hurried me Home. . . . My Waggon is gone off this 
morning with 8 Bushels Petatoes for the use of the "Works 
and Sundreys for the men which they stand in great need 
of. For my part I Don't know how they have stood it so 
long in such a cold place and nothing but Green pine wood 
to Burn. I told Tomme to get oak wood let it cost what 
it would, for Mark's wife has done more than ever I could 
Expected considering the bad Wood and cold Kitchen and 
neither sugar, tea, nor milk, and two young Children. 
The men has likewise stood it admirable Ooncidering wet 
feet from morning til Night and no Rum, an Article they 
have been so much used to, but I have supplyd all their 
wants for awhile. ... I understand you are about to be 
concerned in several works more, but I would not advise 
you to lay your money out too Largely til you see me, for I 
think I can inform you of some intelligence which I have 
received from Philadelphia in regard to the Salt Works 
which you wont like, so for my part I think the sooner 
they pay for themselves the better. 

January 20, 1778. 

Esteemed Friend 

I received yours and am glad to hear you are getting 
better, but my Doctor tells me that a Change of air is 
better than the loss of Blood, so I hope you will consider 
of it and try Our Clymate. I think the Sight of Philadel- 
phia with a few Glasses of my Madeira and a Bowl or two 
of good Lemon Punch will Do you a great Deal of good, 
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and I shall expect to see you in a few Days. I am very 
sorry your "Wife could not come Down last week as I had 
spoke to the Colonel for a pass for her and he was very 
free to give it, but now he has got Strict Orders from the 
Governor not to grant passes to none but what he knows 
well and not to suffer any kind of provisions to go over (I 
saw a pair of fowls taken from William Hirst to-day) but 
if you Come Down I can get a pass for Polly to go over 
but she wont be allowed to take anything over. 
January 28, 1778. 

Friend Litle 

. . . My expectations is so great of making a fortune 
out of the works that I have partly agreed for a Plantation 
to purchase for ten thousand pounds and I think if they 
are carried on as they have been till Christmas you & I may 
venture to begin a ship of at three hundred ton to be 
Ready for Sea next March. Wo more, but I shall be 
Ever obliged to you for the Great fortune which I am 
like to make by Salt "Works. . . . 

January, 1778. 

P.S. I hope to see you here tomorrow as we intend 
having a Supper of Oysters & a bottle of the best, for we 
can aford it if any body can, since it all comes by Salt 
"Works. 



Esteemed Friend, 

I received yours just as the Boat was going off and gave 
the Letter to Hugh Moor for your Sister, and if Bill had 
taken my advice I should not have answered yours to me, 
for I saw 20 Flatbottomed Boats hawled off out of the 
Dock which I am sure is for an Expedition in the Jersey, 
but what part is uncertain (I saw them put oars and sails 
in them all) but I think it is up or Down the Biver, but 
perhaps they may convince me to the contrary before morn- 
ing. "When I left your House I had a teadious time through 
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the hail, Snow and mud, 1 to Leeds', where I was obliged to 
leave my Horse and when I got home I was taken bad with 
a cold & cough, but next day I was something better, and 
Janey was in a Deal of trouble because she could not get 
over. I got a sleigh and went to Haddonfield to try to get 
a Pass for her but it could not be granted, however, I got 
Liberty for her to go without a Pass in writing, but when 
I returned she was gone. . . . 

February 24, 1778. 

8 o'clock at night. 

P.S. "Wednesday morning — Just got up to see where we 
are and find we are all here yet and all the Boats gone 
Down the River, so I shall expect every Hour to hear of 
their Landing somewhere. 

Esteemed Friend. 

I have the pleasure to write you once more, which I did 
not Expect a few days ago. I make no doubt you have 
heard of me and Joseph Cooper being taken prisoners to 
Haddonsfield 2 and there put in the Guard House 3 and Kept 
one Night and almost two Days, and our "Wives never 
knew where we was gone till just before we came home. 
We had 200 men with us the whole time. After we came 

1 " The night was uncommonly severe & a cold sleet fell the whole way 
from Haddonfield to the Ferry, where the troops arrived late, & the 
grounds being occupied by barns & forage, they were necessitated to 
pass the coldest night they ever felt without fire." — Simooe'g Military 
Journal. 

2 They were probably captured by the Forty-second Begiment, com- 
manded by Colonel Stirling, which, with the Queen's Bangers, were 
endeavoring to intercept General Wayne, returning from his foraging 
expedition to South Jersey. A detachment of the Forty-second, under 
Markham, was at Cooper's Point, and may have set fire to Joseph 
Cooper's barn. 

8 At the date of this letter there were two guard-houses in the town, 
— one on Main Street opposite to the brick tavern, where, during the 
war, the Legislature and Committee of Safety sat at different times, the 
other at the corner of Main Street and the turnpike leading to Camden. 
Both buildings are still standing. — Information from Judge John Clement. 
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home you would scarce know the Point. I am so that 

I cant write perticulars, — my loss is great, yours is more 
than you will Expect, Joseph Cooper is more than both of 
us. As soon as your health permits, I beg you will come 
down, — you wont begrudge your ride, for I have a long 
history to tell you. 
March 5, 1778. 

P.S. I had like to forgot to mention theyr burning 
Joseph Cooper's barn. 

Esteemed Friend. 

I received yours Per Joe with a Burlington paper, I ex- 
pect you have received mine with the Philadelphia paper 
before this time. Dowton 1 has got him a Wife & I hardly 
think he will go Down. ... I should be glad if you would 
write concerning the old "Works, what they are doing or 
whether you intend taking your share out or not. Concern- 
ing provisions, I should be glad to Know whether you De- 
pend on me for any provisions or not — and Rum, if you 
expect me to make use of that article, as I have saved some 
on purpose for the use of the works. If you conclude to 
have it, I should be glad if you would send word — the 
Rum is at my mothers. I wrote you some time ago concern- 
ing the Baskets [40] but I don't understand whether you 
have got them or not. They are at Goshen Mill. . . . 

March 12, 1778. 

in the midst of trouble & confusion, locked up in my room, 
which is the only place with my Kitchen I have left to make 
use of, — the rest being all taken up with officers — I am 
going to attempt to scratch a few lines which I expect will 
reach you. 2 This morning I saw your father ; he informs 
your friends are all well; he told me Neddy Heston was 
in Goal — he was taken last week. I know you must feel 

1 Doughten, — descendants of the name still reside in the county. 

2 This letter or fragment of a letter is not dated or signed, but has on 
the back the endorsement by Mr. Litle, " May 1778." 
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for my Distressed Situation which is shocking and grows 
every day ten times worse. My house is surrounded with 
near 500 "Waggons and tomorrow the Horses will come, 
next Day the Army. Tomorrow the Shipping is all to be 
gone by sunset. When you come Down, which I hope will 
be next week, you will see Destruction such as will shock 
you. I hardly expect to save my house, for it is threatened 
Every Day with fire, however, they can't frighten me nor 
strike the least terror on me, for I can stand and see them 
cut, pull Down, burn and Destroy all before them and not 
think more of it than I used to think of seeing a Shingle 
burnt. When they tell me they will ruin me I tell them I 
shall be able to buy one half of them in seven years. Now 
my good friend take my advice, stop all business for a few 
days and take care of your Valuablest goods for the Army 
will come through Holly and your town is threatened with 
a Scurging. Dont let any person know where you got your 
information. . . . 
[May, 1778.] 

Esteemed Friend. 

I have just come Home from a trip Down the River and 
your Boy is waiting. ... I have just heard that there is an 
Expedition going on towards Egg Harbor and I understand 
you have a quantity of Salt there. I hope you will think 
as I do and remove it as soon as possible for Depend on it 
the works will be Destroyed and there should be no time 
lost. Salt sells for £8. in town. ... 

[Oct. 1778.] 

Esteemed Friend 

. . . Your Sister has told you how I was taken away and 
their taking my right eye 1 from me, but however I am glad 

1 Samuel Cooper was the owner of a good spy-glass, with which he 
frequently observed the movements of the British troops in and around 
Philadelphia, and reported them to the American officers. This became 
known to his maid-servant, who imparted it to her lover (a British 
corporal), who in turn reported it to his commanding officer, whereupon 
friend Cooper's arrest and the confiscation of his "right eye" followed. 
— Information of Howard M. Cooper, Esq., of Camden, N. J. 
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it is gone for now there will be no more Spying. Well 
when I got over I was taken to the Col ne Quarters from 
there to the General and by a Scheme (which I will tell you 
the first time we meet) I got away from my guard and 
went to a friend and got him to go to the General and speak 
for me which answered the end, for instead of going to 
Goal where he ordered me he gave me a pass to go home 
to the great mortification of a great many of my old friends, 
and new enemies, which stood in clusters and pointed at 
me as I was going to the Generals and followed me to see 
me go to Goal where many of them said I should have 
been long ago — but alas they were all Disappointed. ... I 
have sent you the last paper, and remain 
[1778.| 



